
DALIT PANTHER MOVEMENT 
       PRESENTED BY SAMARESH CHATTARAJ ,

                  ASSISTANT PROFESSOR

  AKPC MAHAVIDYALAYA , BENGAI , HOOGHLY

                      B.A.(HONS) SEM -5
DALIT : A MEMBER OF THE LOWEST CLASS IN THE TRADITIONAL HINDU SOCIAL HIERARCHY 

HAVING IN TRADITIONAL HINDU BELIEF THE QUALITY OF DEFILING BY CONTACT A MEMBER 

OF A HIGHER CASTE.

• NOTE : THE DALIT WERE ALSO FORMERLY REFERRED TO AS UNTOUCHABLES , A TERM THAT 
IS NOW UNDERSTOOD AS OFFENSIVE.

• DALIT PANTHERS : THE DALIT PANTHERS IS A SOCIAL ORGANISATION THAT SEEKS TO 
COMBAT TO CASTE DISCRIMINATION . IT WAS LED BY A GROUP OF MAHAR WRITERS AND 
POET. 



FOUNDER : 
• RAJA DHALE 

• NAMDEO DHASAL

• J. V. POWER

• VINOD KAMBLEE

• AND MANY DALIT BUDDHIST ACTIVISTS

FOUNDED : 9TH JULY 1972

IDEOLOGY: DALIT SOCIALISM ,ANTI – CASTEISM , BUDDHISM , MARXISM

INSPIRED BY : AMERICAN PANTHER MOVEMENT

NEWS PAPER : SADHNA 



SOME OF THE ACHIEVEMENTS OF DALIT PANTHERS:

 DALIT PANTHER  HAD A MASSIVE INFLUENCE ON BOTH THE NATIONAL POLITICAL AND SOCIAL LANDSCAPE. 

 FEW PEOPLE REALISE THAT DALIT PANTHER INFLUENCED THE FOUNDER OF THE BAHUJAN SAMAJ PARTY , 

KANSIRAM, WHO ELEVATED THE DALIT POLITICS  GAME TO ANOTHER LEVEL IN NORTH INDIA .

 DALIT PANTHERS FOUGHT THE MAINSTREAM POWER POLITICS OF THAT DAY .

 THEY SPOKE OUT AGAINST THE OPPRESSIVE CASTE SYSTEM .

 THEY SERVED AS A DETERRENT TO POWER POLITICS .

 THEY POPULARISED THE NAME “DALIT” IN PLACE OF PHARSE LIKE “HARIJANS” AND “UNTOUCHABLES”. 



CONCLUSION:
PANTHER IS AN INSPIRING MOVEMENT OF TODAY’S MAHARASHTRIAN YOUTH , 

PARTICULERLY DALIT YOUTH , PANTHER’S 50TH ANNIVERSARY IS BEING PLANNED AND  

ORGANISED BY YOUNG PEOPLE.

REFERENCES:

1. SHAH, GHANSHYAM , SOCIAL MOVEMENT IN INDIA , SAGE , NEW DELHI.

2. RAY, RAKA AND KATZENSTAIN , MARY FAINSOD, SOCIAL MOVEMENT IN INDIA : POVERTY, POWER 

AND POLITIOCS, ROWMAN AND LITTLEFIELD PUBLISHERS.

3. KUMAR BIJENDRA , SOCIAL MOVEMENT IN MODERN INDIA ,DPS PUBLISHING HOUSE,KOLKATA.

4. JOSHI SARAT, C. , CONTEMPORARY SOCIAL MOBILITY AND SOCIAL MOVEMENT VIEWS AND REVIEWS, 

AKANSHA PUBLICATION, KOLKATA.

                               THANK YOU
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